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Two types of Turdinus kalulongae Sharpe, 1893, exist. The specimen at Tring is a lectotype, not a holo-
type as listed. The designation was indirect but consistent with the Rules of the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature. The case well illustrates the preciseness of the applicability of the Rules in
action.

Introduction

Between 1875 and 1894, Sharpe published a long series of papers on the birds of
Borneo (Smythies, 1957) and the list given by Smythies excluded the preliminary
papers containing new descriptions that appeared in the Bulletin of the British
Ornithologists’ Club. Sharpe examined material from Alfred Everett and his brother,
from collections stimulated by Ussher and Treacher (whose collectors included Low,
Burbidge and Veitch), from John Whitehead, and from Charles Hose and his brother.

The important material from the major collection by John Whitehead on Mt Kina-
balu, which formed the basis for Sharpe’s seven part paper on ‘Northern Borneo’
(Sharpe, 1889, 1890), went to the Rothschild Museum and is now in the American
Museum of Natural History, New York (AMNH). However, it was not always made
clear by Sharpe that the types would be going to the Rothschild Museum and in view
of Sharpe’s affiliations with the British Museum one might have supposed they
would be in the British Museum (Natural History) and now be at the Natural History
Museum, Tring (BMNH). 

In 1893 Sharpe, now familiar with the birds of the Mt Kinabalu area (now in
Sabah, eastern Malaysia), described Turdinus kalulongae (the original spelling
employed a dipthong) from Mt Kalulong, in eastern Sarawak, collected by Charles
Hose. This name is now to be found in the synonymy of Malacopteron magnirostre
cinereocapillum (Salvadori, 1868).

Two specimens were taken (Sharpe, 1893) but this was not made clear in the origi-
nal description, and no type specimen was designated. Subsequently, Warren & Har-
rison (1971) listed BMNH 1893.6.21.3 as the holotype, but this was either a presump-
tion of uniqueness or it was understood that one should be a paratype and one the
holotype, but it was not explained why this one had been selected. It is clear from the
accession date that this specimen, and only this specimen of this taxon, was obtained
by the BMNH at the time that Sharpe described it. This supports the view that the
reasoning of Warren & Harrison (1971) was a presumption of uniqueness.
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Discussion

In reviewing the type cards at the AMNH in late 1997 the author noted that a sec-
ond specimen (AMNH 589156) was held there that had also been thought to be a type
of Turdinus kalulongae. Reference to the original description showed that Sharpe
(1893) had acknowledged the existence of two specimens, although he did not state
that he had the two before him. It was therefore appropriate to reassess the situation.

The BM specimen has a red type label, on this the text confirms that the specimen
was purchased from E. Gerrard, a well-known dealer. Hose’s own label simply says
“male, Feb.” and, on the back in a different handwriting (apparently Sharpe’s), “Type
Turdinus kalulongae”. This no doubt reassured Warren & Harrison but under the
terms of Arts. 73.1.3. and 74.6 of the International Code for Zoological Nomenclature
(ICZN, 1999) this is incorrect (see also Recommendation 73F).

Hose’s label on the specimen in the AMNH, received as part of the Rothschild
Collection, has “co-type kalulongae” on it in pencil. Hartert (1920) reported this as
written “by the author” and presumably meant Sharpe rather than himself, and he
went on to say “we now call it a paratype”. This unambiguous statement is consistent
with the meaning of Art. 74.5 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature
and constitutes a sufficient designation of the only other type specimen, that in the
BMNH, recently considered a holotype, as a lectotype. The second part of the same
Article makes clear why the listing of it as a holotype by Warren & Harrison would
not have been sufficient to meet the required criteria. 

In the circumstances of Hartert’s decision and publication it has not seemed nec-
essary to directly compare what is thought to be Sharpe’s handwriting on the two
labels. The cardex at the AMNH has been annotated with clear notes on Hartert’s
decision.

The specimen now in Tring should therefore be treated as the lectotype of Turdi-
nus kalulongae Sharpe, 1893, designated by Hartert (1920) and the specimen in New
York treated as a paralectotype.
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