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Hilbrand Boschma, professor emeritus of systematic zoology and former
director of the Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie (National Museum
of Natural History), Leiden, Netherlands, passed away on 22 July, 1976, in
Leiden at the age of 83. Born of peasant stock in IJsbrechtum, Wymbritse-
radeel, in the province of Friesland, Boschma studied botany and zoology at the
Municipal University of Amsterdam, taking preliminary courses in Latin
and Greek. He obtained his doctorate at Amsterdam University on 23 June,
1920, after presenting a thesis entitled “Das Halsskelet der Krokodile”. His
promotor was Prof. Dr. C. P. Sluiter. In October, 1920, Boschma left for
the former Dutch East Indies, where he stayed until September, 1922. While
there he studied problems of embryology and functional morphology in Reptilia
and Amphibia, as well as bud-formation and other biological phenomena in
stony corals. He joined the Danish Expedition to the Kei Islands, 1922,
as an associate of the Danish zoologist Dr. Th. Mortensen, a circumstance
which was to have a decisive influence on Boschma’s subsequent career. He
returned to Leiden in October, 1922, to take up the post of chief assistant
at the Zoological Laboratory of the State University at Leiden, the director
of which at the time was Prof. Dr. P. N. van Kampen. On 23 August, 1923,
he was promoted to lecturer in zoology and was charged with teaching com-
parative embryology of invertebrates. After December, 1925, he also gave
lectures in general zoology for medical students. He was appointed reader in
zoology on 1 July, 1927, and, on 16 April, 1931, officially succeeded Van
Kampen as professor of general zoology. His inaugural lecture was entitled
“Het Soortbegrip” (The Species Problem). When Boschma took up his
duties as professor of zoology, comparative anatomy - tightly interwoven
with systematic zoology — was in the biological limelight. The titles of his
thesis and of his opening lecture strongly reflected this interrelationship.
Boschma taught not only anatomy and systematics, but physiology and genetics
as well. His chief interest, however, was in systematic zoology, particularly in
that of rhizocephalan crustaceans and stony corals. This interest in corals,
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leading to his fundamental studies on fungiids (genus Fungie and related
genera) and covering a much wider field than taxonomy alone, induced him
to visit various museums in the United States of America and to carry out
field studies at the Bermuda Biological Station. Also during 1929 and 1930
he was biologist on the Snellius Expedition to the eastern part of the Malay
Archipelago. The huge zoological collections made during that expedition
formed the starting point for many detailed studies by himself and by his
pupils.

In the autumn of 1933, after the death of the director of the Rijksmuseum
van Natuurlijjke Historie, Prof. Dr. E. D. van Oort, the Board of Trustees
of Leiden University temporarily charged Boschma with the management of
the Museum. This Museum, under Van Oort, had not escaped the influence
of the general economic depression of that time. Cuts in expenditure enforced
by the government made it compulsory to reduce the scientific staff from
seven scientists to five, while the technical staff too did not escape unscathed.
Boschma'’s temporary appointment had been prompted partly by expectations
by the Board of Trustees that further economies could be made and he was
expected to prepare a report indicating ways in which this goal could be
achieved. With characteristic energy Boschma took in hand the reorganisation
of the Museum, of which he was appointed full Director in June, 1934. His
report to the Board, instead of suggesting further drastic cuts, indicated
possibilities for a better use of the potentials of the Museum, while aiming
at an extension rather than a reduction of its scientific staff. When in 1958
Boschma was succeeded as director by Prof. Dr. L. D. Brongersma he had
managed to increase the scientific staff from five scientists to fifteen;
simultaneously he had made improvements in the Museum’s technical and
administrative sections.

When Boschma was appointed Director of the museum he remained also
professor in the University, charged with the discipline of systematic zoology.
This subject henceforth formed a compulsory part of the examinations in
biology at the University of Leiden. Since his appointment Boschma’s uni-
versity lectures and courses concerned only systematic zoology, with an
emphasis on invertebrates. When in 1958 Boschma resigned as director he
continued his duties as professor of systematic zoology until the end of 1963,
giving his valedictory lecture on 17 January, 1964. A festschrift of the
Museum’s periodical “Zoologische Mededelingen” was published on that date
to mark the occasion. Subsequently Boschma concentrated on his research,
studying in particular the hydrocoralline family Stylasteridae. He was able
to continue this scientific work with great clarity of mind until shortly before
his death, albeit with some difficulty as the years advanced.
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It is difficult to describe Boschma’s many-sided personality because no
description will fully do him justice. Like so many Friesian people he was
pertinacious and straightforward, and possessed a very strict sense of justice.
His tenacity, great logical powers and personal charm enabled him to with-
stand the tide of economic cuts and to establish the Museum as an inter-
nationally recognized centre of systematic zoology. In this he restored and
extended the traditions started by C. J. Temminck and H. Schlegel. In
choosing staff and collaborators intuition was his main guide, and his honesty
would never let him hide his approval or disapproval. Those who enjoyed
his confidence could always count on his full cooperation. He could be very
critical, but always retained a willingness to reconsider his opinion. His
contacts with students and pupils were along the same lines; he did not
hesitate to face them with difficult, at times perhaps very difficult, tasks
and preferred to make his choice of future Museum staff members from
those who succeeded. As a scientist he was certainly outstanding, while as a
human being he often seemed retiring and slightly reserved. To hide this he
erected a facade of mockery which could at times make approach a risky
affair, but in his later years his inborn courtesy and generosity usually pre-
vailed so that, particularly for his students and pupils, he became more
accessible.

Boschma’s merits both as a scientist and as a manager have been admirably
described by his colleague, C. J. van der Klaauw 1). Van der Klaauw’s bio-
graphical account, though detailed, was incomplete as it did not cover
Boschma’s activities in two of his principal research fields, viz., the taxonomy
of Rhizocephala and of corals, and because it did not cover Boschma’s later
scientific activities. The latter were mainly concerned with hydrocorals. As a
professor of systematic zoology Boschma supervised and edited the theses
of a large number of pupils. Also, besides being a very active scientist he
carried out an extraordinary amount of editorial work, continuing until his
last illness. Those who were privileged to follow his lectures and coutses
know with what care these were prepared and how well he executed chalk
drawings on the blackboard. His accuracy as an editor was quite amazing.
The standards which he set himself and his pupils in scientific research and
in the subsequent publications are legendary in the Museum and will remain
so for a long time. At the Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie, which he

1) Kraauw, C. J. VAN DER, 1964. Hilbrand Boschma, born 22 April 1893, well-known
author on Rhizocephala and on corals, sketched in the other fields of his research and
in his scientific functions. — Zool. Meded. Leiden, 39: ix-xlix, portrait. See also:

[HovtHuis, L. B, 1976.] Hilbrand Boschma. 22 April 1893-22 July 1976. — Crustace-
ana, 31 (2, Notes and News) : 213-215, pl. I.
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regularly visited until very shortly before his death, Boschma’s well-con-
sidered opinion was greatly appreciated and his advice on various matters
was highly valued. It is difficult to realize that we will no longer have the
privilege of his presence at the Museum,

The following bibliography has been largely prepared from notes left by
the late Dr. H. Boschma. The original numbering of his papers, in spite of
occasional slight differences in chronology, has been retained. Additional
papers have been added at the appropriate places, using ‘a’-marked
numerals.
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