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The only hitherto known freshwater acoelan, Oligochoerus limnophilus,
has been fully described by Ax & Dorjes (1966). It has been recorded from
habitats of different European rivers: Elbe, Ilmenau, I.ahn, Main, Mosel and
Donau (Kothé, 1961, 1962; Kothé & Sturz, 1963; An der Lan, 1964) where
it prefers to settle on artificial stone embankments and is absent from typical
lenitic regions and in river parts with a high organic pollution. The species
has also been recorded from irrigation canals of rice fields in the Camargue
(leg. U. Graefe). Ax & Dorjes (1966) suppose that O. limnophilus emigrated
during postglacial periods out of the ponto-caspian area into their new
environments because all the other species of the genus have been found in
the Caspian Sea. In addition to this, Beklemischev (1963) described the
caspian fauna as an endemic fauna.

During the week of 7 to 12 June, 1971, when sixteen Dutch (Frisian)
lakes were visited, O. limnophilus was recorded irom the littoral zone of the
following lakes: Bergumermeer, De Leijen, Fluessen, Heegermeer, Koe-
vorde, Morra, Oorden, Pikmeer, Prinsenhof, Slotermeer, and Sneekermeer.
The preferred habitats of the species in the littoral zone of these lakes seem to
be artificial stone embankments and stony shores. All of the lakes are con-
nected by a system of canals, and a number of canals enter each of the lakes.
Due to extensive canalisation, it is difficult to identify natural rivers in The
Netherlands. The new information about the distribution of O. limnophilus
confirms the presumption that the species occurs in many different fresh-
water habitats of the European continent.

1) See also Van Berge Henegouwen & Van der Velde, p. 7.



64 ZOOLOGISCHE BIJDRAGEN 17 (1975)

Other freshwater Turbellaria found in the sixteen Friesian lakes visited
have already been listed in Young (1972), and further information on the
shores sampled for Microturbellaria appear in this publication. Histological
preparations of this acoelan species are stored in the private collection of
J. O. Young.

SAMENVATTING

De auteurs melden het voorkomen van de platworm Oligochoerus limnophilus Ax &
Dérjes in een aantal meren in Friesland.
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