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W h e n C l a r k (1921) cleared the genus Linckia f rom superf luous syno­
nyms, he could give no op in ion on Linckia rosenbergi V o n Mar t ens 1866, 

p. 63 f rom A m b o i n a . T h e unique holotype was i n the B e r l i n M u s e u m and 
hence not eas i ly accessible to h i m , the species had not been described again. 
I n his key C l a r k lays the stress on V o n M a r t e n s ' r e m a r k : " D i e Porenfe lder 
l iegen zwischen den zwe i R e i h e n grosserer P la t tchen a n der A r m s e i t e d icht 
aneinander, ohne al le Un te rb rechung (wie bei Ophddiaster suturcUis M u l l . 
& T rosche l ) , aber die P o r e n behalten dieselbe A n o r d n u n g i n runde G r u p p e n 
(Fe lde r ) v o n c i rca 10 P o r e n be i " . C l a r k interpreted this as f o l l o w s : " P o r i ­
ferous areas between superomarginals and in fe romarg ina ls i n an unbroken, 
continuous series, more or less c i rcu la r , each w i t h about 10 pores". 

I n the L e i d e n M u s e u m I found an an ima l , that aroused m y c u r i o s i t y : i t 
was a common L . laevigata, label led L. rosenbergi f rom A m b o i n a . A s this 
M u s e u m possesses many animals collected by V o n Rosenberg (cf. A . Gi jzen, 
's R i jks M u s e u m van Na tuur l i j ke H i s t o r i e 1820-1915, Disse r ta t ion , L e i d e n , 
1938), i t i s possible, that i t is a topotype. It conformed rather w e l l w i t h 
V o n M a r t e n s ' descr ipt ion, showing R t i l l 38 m m , r 6y2 m m , br . 7 m m , so 
R = 5br and 6r . T h e r e are i n the armcorners 5 rows o f ventrals , 2 o f w h i c h 
on ly continue a long near ly the whole a rm . T h e p r o x i m a l t h i r d of the a r m 
shows on the dorsal side the rather d is t inc t area free of pores, formed by a 
more or less regular median row o f plates. T h e whole i n short, is a 
typ ica l , beaut i fu l and regular L. laevigata. Y e t i t is impossible to g ive any 
impor tant difference f r o m the descr ip t ion o f L. rosenbergi. 

T h e only way to solve the problem was the s tudy o f the type specimen. 
P rofessor A r n d t o f the B e r l i n M u s e u m was so k i n d to send me the type 
specimen on loan. I received two animals , one o f w h i c h conformed to the 
descr ip t ion o f V o n Mar t ens . T h e second has not been mentioned by h i m . 
B o t h were common L. laevigata ( L . ) ( = L. miliaris a u c t ) . 
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T h e measurements o f the type specimen were g iven by V o n M a r t e n s : 
R 39 m m , breadth of a r m 7 m m , r 8 m m , so R = 5>4 b r and 5 r. The re 
are 5 rows o f ven t ra l plates i n the armcorners , 3 o f w h i c h continue t i l l 
over ha l f the a rm, 2 near ly t i l l the end. V o n M a r t e n s mentions 4 rows, a 
number that may be found not far f rom the armbase. Between the 2 regular 
marg ina l rows are found the por i fe rous areas, o f w h i c h V o n M a r t e n s 
makes the above ci ted remark. I t is true, that they are not separated by 
plates, but some granules are a lways found between each area and its 
ne ighbours ; as V o n Mar t ens expresses i t : the pores fo rm round groups. 
T h e whole does not d i f f e r i n any respect f rom L. laevigata o f the same size. 
A s usual the dorsal plates are scattered i r r egu la r ly on the back and the 
por i fe rous areas do not show any regular i ty , con t inu ing on the disc, on ly 
leav ing free a rather d is t inc t median area on the p r o x i m a l t h i r d o f each a rm. 
T h e animal has one madrepori te . 

W h a t at f i r s t sight looked l ike the beginning o f a new a rm, proved to be 
a cyst, enclosing a paras i t ic Gast ropod. It is very cur ious , that V o n M a r t e n s 
does not ment ion this parasite. T o spare the type specimen I ref ra ined 
f rom tak ing the mol lusc out o f i ts cyst. T h i s cyst formed a rather spacious 
cavi ty , w i t h a smal l opening to the outside, through w h i c h the S t i l i f e r i d 
shell could be seen. 

T h e second specimen is o f about the same size as the f i r s t : R t i l l 32 m m , 
R = 5>4 b r and Sl/2 r. It is not clear w h y V o n Mar t ens d i d not mention this 
specimen. Perhaps it was, l i ke the L e i d e n specimen, a topotype, later added 
to the type specimen. It further shows the same characters as the latter. 
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