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D u r i n g a v i s i t to southern L i m b u r g i n the summer o f 1942 several l i v i n g 
specimens of Helicigona lapicida ( L . ) were d iscovered near K a m e r i g . I n 
this local i ty the species was found i n such large numbers that i t seems 
almost as tonishing that its occurrence i n such abundance there had hi ther to 
escaped attention. S o far the occurrence o f undoubtedly l i v i n g specimens 
of this character is t ic snai l i n the Nether lands has only been reported by 
V e r v o o r t (1941), who recorded specimens f rom a couple o f local i t ies also 
si tuated i n southern L i m b u r g , where, however, the species had only been 
found i n smal l numbers. 

H e n r a r d and K o u m a n s (1936) had p rev ious ly d r a w n the at tent ion to 
the occurrence o f more or less foss i l ized specimens i n va r ious locali t ies 
i n the same region. T h e y ment ioned shells found i n s i t u i n the disintegrated 
s t ra tum immedia te ly cover ing the cretaceous layers w h i c h come to the 
surface i n numerous places i n the province o f L i m b u r g (e.g., specimens 
f r o m G r o n s v e l d ) , as w e l l as shells apparent ly washed f r o m this s t ra tum 
by the r a i n (e.g., specimens found at the base o f cretaceous slopes near 
E p e n ) . A l l these specimens are reported to be more or less corroded, 
calcareous and depr ived o f thei r per iost racum, though the o r i g i n a l colour 
is of ten ves t ig ia l and represented by pale purple transverse bands. These 
authors, f a i l i n g to d iscover a single l i v i n g snai l , consequently concluded 
that Helicigona lapicida is not indigenous and that i t occurs on ly i n a 
subfoss i l state. 

O t h e r locali t ies have been g iven by V a n Benthem J u t t i n g (1927, 1933). 

I n her f i r s t paper Helicigona lapicida is m a r k e d w i t h a f, w h i c h means that 
no l i v i n g specimens were collected. T h e local i t ies ment ioned a r e : B loemen-
daal ( i n the p rov ince o f N o r t h H o l l a n d ) , St . P i e t e r and B e r g en Terb l i j t 
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( i n the southern part o f the province o f L i m b u r g ) . N e a r Bloemendaa l the 
species must have been collected somewhere i n the dunes and i t w o u l d 
seem, therefore, that i ts presence there was merely inc identa l and that the 
shells were in t roduced f r o m elsewhere. M r . L . P . Pouderoyen in forms 
us that he discovered i n the " N a t u u r h i s t o r i s c h M u s e u m " at R o t t e r d a m 
specimens of Helicigona lapicida collected long ago by Schepman at B loe ­
mendaal w h i c h are o f a qui te recent appearance and that he is o f the opin ion , 
that Schepman actual ly took l i v i n g specimens. T h e r e is no fur ther p roo f 
of this, however. T h e Bloemendaa l reg ion hav ing thoroughly been 
invest igated f rom a malacological point o f v i e w i n the last decades, i t i s 
cer ta in that the species does not occur there at present. S t i l l , i t may have 
disappeared there due to a change i n the ecological circumstances p reva i l i ng 
at the o r ig ina l local i ty . T h i s i n ou r op in ion is not ve ry l ike ly , so that we, 
cons ider ing the fact that the loca l i ty under d iscuss ion is fa r away f rom 
the nearest ex i s t ing local i ty as we l l , are inc l ined to regard Bloemendaa l 
as a secondary local i ty. 

T h e other local i t ies ment ioned by V a n Ben them J u t t i n g cer ta in ly relate 
to the calcareous slopes at St . P i e t e r near M a a s t r i c h t and to those a long 
the smal l r i ve r G e u l near B e r g en Terbl i j t , that i s to say to local i t ies o f the 
same character as ment ioned by H e n r a r d and K o u m a n s and suggesting a 
subfoss i l o r i g i n of the specimens collected. B o t h locali t ies are v e r y r enown 
and are of ten v i s i t ed by students o f the f lo ra and fauna o f th is in teres t ing 
part o f our country, so that the actual occurrence o f l i v i n g Helicigona 
lapicida i n these places cannot poss ib ly have escaped at tent ion. 

T h e occurrence of Helicigona lapicida i n the Nether lands was already 
reported by Ubaghs as early as 1883. O n page X X X I V o f h i s paper 
(Ubaghs , 1883), w h i c h is an enumerat ion o f the mol lusk fauna o f the 
region o f Maas t r i ch t , we f i n d the f o l l o w i n g statement: "Helix (Chilo-
trema) lapicida, L i n n e , Maas t r i ch t , Geulem. Sous les tas de pierres , dans 
les bois, rare". T h i s record of the species under heaps o f stones seems to 
indicate that l i v i n g specimens were observed. S ince no authent ical 
specimens collected by Ubaghs are k n o w n to exis t , Ubaghs ' s records have 
always been taken w i t h much reserve and, as fa r as Helicigona lapicida is 
concerned, have usual ly been considered as re la t ing to subfossi l shells only . 
T h e recent d iscovery o f l i v i n g specimens o f the species i n three local i t ies 
i n the same region, al though not i n exact ly the same places as o r i g i n a l l y 
reported by Ubaghs , has brought the o ld record under a new l ight . 

I n the fo l l owing locali t ies l i v i n g specimens o f Helicigona lapicida have 
so far been collected. ( F o r an accurate ind ica t ion of these locali t ies the 
method in t roduced by the I . V . O . N . ( Ins t i tuut voor Vegeta t ie -Onderzoek i n 
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Neder land) and recently adopted fo r malacologica l invest igat ions by the 
Neder landsche Malacologische V e r e e n i g i n g (cf. Correspondent iebl . N e d e r l . 
M a l a c o l . V e r . , no. 9/10, Dec . 1937, pp. 50-66) has been fo l lowed h e r e ) : 

L o c a l i t y I. Diependaa l , near E p e n , V 6 , 43, 34, eastern edge o f Onders te 
Bosch . 

A single juveni le l i v i n g specimen was collected there i n J u l y , 1938 by 
W . V e r v o o r t (1941, p. 51) . T h i s was the only specimen, apart f r o m several 
apparent ly subfoss i l ones, found i n that local i ty . I t was taken amongst 
i v y (Hedera Helix L . ) , cover ing a th ick layer o f more o r less d is in tegra ted 
cretaceous lime-stone. T h e specimen died af terwards and its shel l i s now 
i n the col lect ion o f the R i jk smuseum v a n Na tuu r l i j ke H i s t o r i e at L e i d e n . 
In the same local i ty were col lec ted: Cochlodina laminata ( M o n t . ) , Clausi-
lia bidentata ( S t r o m ) , Zenobiella incarnata ( O . F . M f i l l . ) , Trichia hispida 
( L . ) , Gonyodiscus rotundatus ( O . F . M u l l . ) , Helicodonta obvoluta ( O . F . 
M u l l . ) and Ena obscura ( O . F . M u l l . ) . D u r i n g a v i s i t about two months 
later and i n J u l y , 1942 no more l i v i n g specimens could be found, nor by us, 
neither by others exp lo r ing the place. 

L o c a l i t y I I . Bemelen , V 6 , 21, 34, o n a smal l b r i c k w a l l covered w i t h 
i v y . Severa l l i v i n g adult and young specimens were found there on var ious 
occasions. O n a r a iny day i n A u g u s t , 1938 a total o f some 10 fu l ly adult 
snails were observed creeping round o n the i v y by G . M o n n i k e n d a m , 
H . Ode , W . V e r v o o r t and A . v a n Wi jngaa rden . O n e o f these specimens 
was collected by H . O d e and is n o w i n his col lect ion. 

I n M a y 1939, the weather be ing v e r y d ry , on ly a single adul t specimen 
was collected i n the same loca l i ty by A . D . J . Meeuse. T h e shell is now 
i n the col lect ion o f D r . J . T h . H e n r a r d . 

O n June 6, 1942, P . H . Creu tzberg collected 2 l i v i n g specimens, again 
i n exact ly the same place. I n add i t ion 5 empty shells were found. A l l these 
shells are now i n h is col lect ion. I n accordance w i t h the except ional drought 
this t ime the specimens were found deeply h idden between the stones o f 
the w a l l . A n empty shel l o f Ena obscura ( O . F . M u l l . ) was found i n the 
same local i ty . 

L o c a l i t y I I I . K a m e r i g , near E p e n , V 6 , 43, 44, southern edge o f E l se t e r 
Bosch . 

A f a i r amount of l i v i n g juveni le and adult snails were found b y A . D . J . 
Meeuse, S. J . v a n Oos t s t room, G . v a n Rossem and W . V e r v o o r t on J u l y 
8, 1942. Specimens f r o m this loca l i ty are now i n the col lect ion o f the 
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L e i d e n M u s e u m . T h e y include 2 empty shells and 2 specimens on sp i r i t . 
These last two were collected a l ive and were stretched before be ing 
preserved. I n add i t i on a number o f y o u n g l i v i n g snai ls were taken and we 
succeeded i n t r ans fe r r ing them al ive . F i v e of these specimens were 
presented to D r . J . T h . H e n r a r d for rea r ing purposes. 

T h e specimens were found i n a popula t ion together w i t h Cochlodina 
laminata ( M o n t . ) , Clausilia bidentata ( S t r o m ) , Gonyodiscus rotundatus 
( O . F . M u l l . ) , Zenobiella incarnata ( O . F . M i i l l . ) , Cepaea hortensis ( O . F . 
M u l l . ) ( i nc lud ing the va r i e ty juscolabiata K r e g l . ) and Helix pomatia L . , 
on and at the base o f ivy-covered elm-stumps (Ulnvus s p e c ) . 

These three local i t ies , w h i c h are rather far apart f r o m one another, 
attach themselves f a i r l y w e l l to the m a i n area o f d i s t r i bu t ion i n E u r o p e 
as g i v e n by H e n r a r d and K o u m a n s (I.e.). T w o of them are si tuated far 
away f r o m human settlements. W e therefore reach the conclus ion that 

a) the locali t ies i n the Nether lands are advanced guards f r o m the m a i n 
area o f d i s t r ibu t ion i n Europe , 

b) the species Helicigona lapicida ( L . ) has been l i v i n g i n these local i t ies 
fo r a considerable t ime and is no recent in t roduct ion , so that 

c) Helicigona lapicida ( L . ) i s to be considered as real ly indigenous. 

I n the Nether lands Helicigona lapicida a lways seems to be associated 
w i t h i vy , a fact, too s t r i k i n g to be merely inc identa l . I t i s to be expected, 
therefore, that i t has something to do w i t h the ecology o f the an imal . 
It is a well-established fact, that the species under discussion is essentially 
an an ima l o f rocky places, of ten creeping a round i n clefts, to w h i c h habi t 
i t is pa r t i cu la r ly w e l l adapted by the pecul iar shape of i ts shel l . I n lack o f 
rocks the a n i m a l s t i l l prefers some so l id subs t ra tum and so i t i s m a i n l y 
found o n t runks o f trees (e.g., i n the large E u r o p e a n beech-woods where i t 
i s generally v e r y abundant) , under stones and on wal ls . I n ivy-covered places 
i t f inds a subs t ra tum w h i c h resembles a rock w i t h clefts i n many respects 
(especially w h e n the i v y i tself i s g r o w i n g on some s o l i d substratum, be i t 
a w a l l , a t runk o r l ime stone), for the creeping i v y stems f o r m a close 
ne twork w h i c h is covered by the foliage, p r o v i d i n g the sheltering places. 

I n ou r count ry rocky regions and beech-woods o f any appreciable exten­
s ion are almost en t i re ly l ack ing . O n e therefore may expect Helicigona 
only o n wal l s (as i n Bemelen) o r i n places where i v y covers some s o l i d 
substra tum (as i n the other loca l i t ies ) . S u c h places are by no means rare 
i n the southern par t o f L i m b u r g , so that i n our op in ion more locali t ies are 
l i ke ly to be discovered there i n future. 
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