MINISTERIE VAN ONDERWIJS, KUNSTEN EN WETENSCHAPPEN

ZOOLOGISCHE MEDEDELINGEN

UITGEGEVEN DOOR HET
RIJKSMUSEUM VAN NATUURLIJKE HISTORIE TE LEIDEN
DEEL XXX, No. 22 10 Juni 1950

A NOTE ON THE CHARADRIIFORMES LISTED FOR
SUMATRA BY ROBINSON & KLOSS, 1918 and 1923

by

C. A. GIBSON-HILL, M. A.
(Raffles Museum, Singapore)

In a paper on some birds from Sumatra in the Leiden Museum Dr. Junge
(1948, pp. 314-15) lists two males of Limosa lapponica baueri Naum. taken
by Mr. Van Heurn on the beach at Tandjong Tiram in the Deli district
on 14 November 1921. In a short discussion on this record he refers to the
fact that Vorderman (1890, p. 416) gives this species as probably occurring
in Sumatra, and subsequently Robinson & Kloss (1923, p. 326) and Chasen
(1935, p. 37) list it without query or comment. Dr. Junge adds that he
failed to find the reference on which the later authors decided that the bird
was definitely known from Sumatra. It is probable that no such reference
exists and that Dr. Junge’s paper constitutes the first authentic published
record of the occurrence there of the Eastern Bartailed Godwit. The point
at issue is a general one which has puzzled other workers in this field, and
it would seem to be of interest to outline the situation briefly.

Robinson & Kloss published two lists of the birds of Sumatra, the first
in 1918, containing 527 birds, and the second in 1923, giving 574 birds. In
a note to their first list the authors (1918, p. 284) make the following com-
ment on their treatment of the “Charadriiformes” (= Suborder Charadrii),
“In this group Vorderman records with certainty only 14 species that are
found on the mud-flats of the Strait of Malacca with one or two exceptions”.
It is clear that by mud-flats of the Strait of Malacca they mean the flats
on the eastern (Malay Peninsula) side of the strait. They disallow 3 of
the birds given by Vorderman, but make their own total up to 30. At that
time they had apparently no reliable Sumatran records for the great ma-
jority of the 19 species which they thus added to the Sumatran list. The
same procedure was followed in compiling the second list, published in 1923,
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and it was also employed in both lists in treating the Laridae. Chasen seems
to have followed these sections of their lists uncritically. It can, I think, be
taken that where we have a Charadriiform bird added by Robinson & Kloss
which was at that time known from the eastern side of the Malacca Strait,
but not apparently from the western, that it was done merely on the grounds
that what was reaching one side of the strait must also be reaching the
other, though there was no valid record of its doing so.

Limosa lapponica was certainly known from the Malayan coast in 1918,
though it is apparently a rare bird in our area. Davison took a specimen at
Changi, on Singapore Island, on 23 November ?1879, and Seimund one
at Pulau Pintu Gedong, on the Selangor coast, in September 191z. The
latter specimen is still in the Raffles Museum collection, which does not
contain any examples from Sumatra or Java. More recently F. G. H. Allen
has given a visual record of a bird seen at the Geylang River Diversion,
Singapore Island, on 5 December 1948 (Gibson-Hill, 1950, p. 146). This
is the present total of the Malayan records.
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