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IN M E M O R I A M E . D. V A N OORT 
1876—1933 

O n September 21st last Professor D r . E . D . van Oort d ied at L e i d e n 
rather suddenly . P o r a considerable t ime h is hea l th had, indeed, been 
indi f ferent ; on frequent occasions he had been u n w e l l for shorter or 
longer periods, and i n the spr ing of this year he was even obl iged to 
apply for a four months ' leave of absence. W h e n after the e x p i r y of 
this per iod , apparent ly recovered, he resumed h is w o r k , be i t on ly for 
a few hours d a i l y , we fostered the hope to have h i m among us for m a n y 
years to come. F a t e , however , decided di f ferently. O n T h u r s d a y m o r n i n g 
he came to the museum, fee l ing better than on the previous d a y s ; he 
received the vis i tors cheer fu l ly , and left the b u i l d i n g past noon. T h r e e 
hours later death h a d overtaken h i m . 

E d u a r d D a n i e l van Oort was born at B a r n e v e l d on October 31st ? 

1876. A l r e a d y i n early boyhood he felt d r a w n to nature, and spent a 
great part of h is le isure-hours , nay even occasionally of his schoolhours, 
i n the open, w a t c h i n g the animals , and especial ly the birds , i n the i r 
n a t u r a l surroundings . 

H i s teacher i n b io logy at the Secondary School at the H a g u e , the 
late D r . E d . E v e r t s , the w e l l - k n o w n coleopterist, s t imulated his love to 
the a n i m a l w o r l d , l ead ing i t into the r i g h t channels and assist ing h i m 
w i t h advice and help i n f o r m i n g his collections. T h i s once roused interest 
determined his career. I n 1895 he went to the U n i v e r s i t y at L e i d e n , 
where he studied botany and under Professor H o f f m a n n zoology. A f t e r ­
wards he was for some years (1900—1904) assistant of Professor K . 
M a r t i n , director of the " R i j k s Geolog isch-mineralog isch M u s e u m " ( N a t i o n a l 
Geo log i ca l and M i n e r a l o g i c a l Museum) . H e arranged there i . a . the 
collections of fossil molluscs and publ ished several papers on paleontological 
subjects. T h e d a i l y intercourse w i t h the great paleontologist Professor 
M a r t i n , his w a y of manag ing the museum, h is a c t i v i t y and love of order 
had a great influence on V a n Oort 's t r a i n i n g as a systematist and a 
museum-manager . H e took h is degree of doctor of phi losophy at B e r n 
( M a r c h 1904), " m a g n a c u m l a u d e " under Professor T h . S t u d e r ; h is 
thesis was ent i t led " B e i t r a g zur Osteologie des Voge l s chwanzes " . I n 
the same year ( M a y 1904) he was appointed curator of a ' s R i j k s M u s e u m 
van N a t u u r l i j k e H i s t o r i e " (the N a t i o n a l M u s e u m of N a t u r a l H i s t o r y ) , of 
w h i c h he became the director i n 1915. I n 1920 V a n Oort was appointed 
professor of zoology at the U n i v e r s i t y at L e i d e n . A l t h o u g h the subject-



264 ZOOLOGISCHE MEDEDEELINGEN — DEEL XVI. 

matter of h is lectures was not required for the examinat ions , these 
lectures were wel l -attended, for the diff icult subject as the systematics 
of birds and mammals was dealt w i t h by h i m i n such a w a y as to ho ld 
the attention of his audience. 

I n V a n Oort we have lost a systematist of the o ld stamp, a s k i l f u l 
ornithologist , a man who had acquired h is profound knowledge of the 
birds and the i r eggs not only b y s tudy ing the m a t e r i a l i n the museum, 
but l a rge ly b y w a t c h i n g the birds i n nature. T h e problem of the migrat i on 
of birds was to h i m one of absorbing interest. W h e n enter ing upon h is 
duties as a professor (December 1st, 1920), h is inaugura l address had for 
i ts subject " D e vogeltrek en zi jn tegenwoordig exper imenteel onderzoek" 
(The migra t i on of b i rds and the present pos i t ion of its exper imenta l 
research). H e was the first i n H o l l a n d to a p p l y the method of p r o v i d i n g 
birds w i t h r ings i n order to gather data regard ing the ways , taken by 
birds on the i r migrat ions . T h i s research, started as early as 1911 , 
expanded constantly, i n v o l v i n g an enormous amount of correspondence 
and adminis trat ion . T h e " R i n g s t a t i o n W a s s e n a a r " and the " V o g e l t r e k ­
station T e x e l " were established w i t h his support. 

Besides his numerous contributions i n the field of systematic orni tho logy 
i n D u t c h and foreign periodicals , his standard-work on the birds of 
H o l l a n d " O r n i t h o l o g i a N e e r l a n d i c a " , i n five volumes, deserves special 
m e n t i o n ; i n this work he gives an extensive description, based on personal 
observation, of the habitus , d i s t r ibut ion and manner of l i v i n g of a l l b irds 
that l i v e i n this country or that have been occasionally observed. I t is 
to be regretted that death has prevented h i m from complet ing this w o r k 
and from c a r r y i n g out his p lan to wr i te a s i m i l a r treatise on the mammals 
of H o l l a n d , for besides be ing i n charge of the section for birds , he was 
also curator of the section for mammals , of w h i c h he also possessed an 
extensive knowledge . 

H e took a special interest i n whales , and w h e n a rare Cetacean was 
washed ashore, he a lways t r ied to obtain i t for the museum i n an u n ­
damaged condi t ion , and great was his satisfaction, when his exertions 
were crowned w i t h success. 

H e was not on ly versed i n the knowledge of those animals of w h i c h 
a section was under h is charge, but also i n the r e m a i n i n g field of 
systematical zoo logy ; he had a very good knowledge of the C a r a b i n i and 
the Lycaen idae , w h i l e he m i g h t c la im to be a specialist for humble-bees . 

A s a delegate he attended several zoological congresses; that his w o r k 
was va lued not only i n H o l l a n d but also abroad appears from his be ing 
i . a. an honorary member of the " A m e r i c a n Ornithologists ' U n i o n " and 
a corresponding member of the "Zoo log i ca l Soc iety of L o n d o n " . 
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A s director , V a n Oort has a lways devoted his best efforts to m a k i n g 
the N a t i o n a l M u s e u m of N a t u r a l H i s t o r y an ins t i tu t i on that should rank 
equal ly among the museums throughout the w o r l d . H e advocated the 
true standpoint that there was not a museum for the sake of the curators, 
but that there were curators for the sake of the museum. H e was a lways 
ready to stand up for the ins t i tut i on whose interests he had so m u c h 
at heart and to defend its r ights and independence, for he considered 
the M u s e u m rather a central ins t i tut ion for the whole country than an 
establishment connected w i t h the U n i v e r s i t y at L e i d e n . U n d e r his directorate 
the collections have considerably increased i n size and i n scientific 
value. M a n y persons have bequeathed the i r collections to his m u s e u m , 
k n o w i n g that these wou ld be i n safe custody i n his hands. H i s fervent 
w i s h was to complete the M u s e u m by add ing exhib i t ion-rooms and also 
rooms to accomodate the osteological collections that are now dis tr ibuted 
i n m a n y different parts of the b u i l d i n g . I n h is op in ion a museum wi thout 
a n e x h i b i t i o n for the publ i c could only par t ly answer its purpose. U n ­
fortunately his w i s h for such an extension of the M u s e u m has not been 
fu l f i l l ed . 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the numerous worries w h i c h the management of such 
a large ins t i tut ion entai ls , he was a lways ready to assist by word and 
deed whoever appl ied to h i m for informations or he lp , be i t a student 
or a scientific research worker . O w i n g to his extensive knowledge of 
animals , his profound reading and his never f a i l i n g memory , assisted by 
a r i g h t ins ight and a dispassionate judgment , those who appealed to h i m 
w e r t , seldom dismissed empty-handed. T h e Government , too, h i g h l y 
appreciated h is advice and appointed h i m a member of several r o y a l 
Commissions. 

A t first sight V a n Oort might seem somewhat cool and reserved, but 
those who were more in t imate ly acquainted w i t h h i m k n e w that h is 
heart beat w a r m l y for his fe l low-men and that he was very susceptible. 
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g his great knowledge he was extremely modest. H e was 
jus t , and honest to a fault , w h i c h has caused h i m many disagreeables. 

M a y his w o r k as a scientific research w o r k e r and as a m u s e u m -
manager be continued i n such a w a y as to fu l f i l the h i g h requirements 
that the work of this accurate and conscientious scholar has a lways 
come up to. 

CH. BAYER. 
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