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RECORDS OF BRAMA BRAMA (BONNATERRE, 1788) ALONG THE COAST OF

THE NETHERLANDS IN 1976 (PISCES, PERCIFORMES, BRAMIDAE)

H. NIJSSEN, D.A.G. BUIZER & L. van TUYL

ABSTRACT

Records of 107 specimens of Ray's Bream, Brama
brama (Bonnaterre, 1788) from along the coast
of the Netherlands are given for 1976.

In addition to the note about the occurrence of
Ray's Bream, Brama brama along the coast of the
Netherlands in 1974 and 1975 (Nijssen & De Groot,
1976), we wish to give here the records of this
species in 1976, because of the abundance of
specimens caught or washed ashore in that year.
The reason that Brama brama was often thought

is merely caused by its occurrence during the last
months of the year only, during and after stormy
weather. In scientific literature on the distri-
bution of this species, Dutch records are absent
or rarely mentioned. The fact that 107 specimens
were recorded during October, November and
December 1976 tends to support the suggestion of
Nijssen & De Groot (1.c.:132), who state "We
realize that the anmual number of recorded speci-
mens is strongly influenced by the number of
people helpful enough to report their findings".
Many persons reported during the winter of 1976
their findings to the Institute of Taxonomic

to be uncammon along the coast of the Netherlands, Zoology, because of the publicity given in local
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newspapers, the issuing in autumn 1976 of the
note about the occurrence of Ray's Bream in 1974
ard 1975, ard the activity of the Department of
Ichthyology in Amsterdam. During the winter of
1974 39 specimens were recorded fram along our
coast. In 1975 there were 28 recordings. In
1976 we received information and/or material

of 107 specimens from our coastal waters

(see table).

The number of specimens washed ashore or
caught in the coastal waters of the Netherlards
is, of course, deperdent on the rate of
immigration of Brama brama into North-European
waters, which varies from year to year. The
long period of warm weather during the summer
of 1976 might have had a positive influence on
the rate of immigration. Hence the large rnumber
of specimens trapped in the North Sea during
their retreat southward, due to lower water
temperatures during the last months of the year.
This in contradistinction to 1977, in which
temperatures in Burope during the summer were
low. This might have prevented a migration
far northward in the Atlantic Ocean, so that
few specimens have entered the North Sea.
Despite stormy periods only a few specimens
were reported along the coast of the Netherlands
during the last months of 1977.

In 1974 all 39 specimens came from localities
in the northern part of the Netherlands; only
one specimen was fourd alive. In 1975 17 out
of the 28 specimens .came from Zeeland, the
most southwestern province of the Netherlands;
nine specimens were caught alive. In 1976
16 specimens were reported to be alive out of
107 specimens, which were recorded from along
our coast over a period of 68 days, from
October 1ith till December 20th. 24 specimens
came from Zeeland, 5 from Zuid-Holland, 34 from

Noord-Holland, 36 from Texel, 7 from Terschelling
and one from the coast of Frieslamd. Exccpt for

1 specimen .(Oosterschelde, 4-XII-1976) all spec-.
imens from Zeeland were fourd in the period of
November 6th - 24th 1976. The distribution of the
findings along our coast is due to anrual fluctu-
ations of local hydrographic conditions and the
severity of storms.

We examined the stomach contents of €ight
specimens, most of which were caught or washed
ashore alive. Except for a piece of mussel shell
(Mytilus edulis L.), we found all stomachs to be
empty, which perhaps is a result of lack of
appetite due to low water temperatures (the 10°
isotherm seems to limit their northernmost
occurrence). Still, some specimens do feed during
their migration, because two were caught by
anglers,
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