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REVIEWS

A. TAYLOR & S. HOPPER, The Banksia Atlas. Australian Flora and Fauna Series
Number 8. Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1988, X + 258
pp., ISBN 0-644-07124-9, Austr.$ 39.95, available by mail from AGPS Mail Order
Sales, GPO Box 84, Canberra ACT 2601.

Amazement merged with enthusiasm was my feeling after the reading of the
Banksia Atlas. The production of accurate and up-to-date distribution maps being
already complicated enough in tiny and densely populated countries like the Nether-
lands, how difficult must it be in such a vast, sparsely populated area as Australia!
Yet, in a mere three years, the authors have succeeded in producing a convincingly
reliable distribution atlas of all the 75 taxa of the genus Banksia (Proteaceae) occur-
ring in Australia, based on some 25,000 records, and comprizing a fair amount of
detail on the habitats of the plants and other biologically relevant data. The success of
the project lies in the cooperation of some 450 active volunteers. Knowing all too
well how difficult it is to convince individual volunteers to provide accurate and de-
tailed plant records in Western European countries, it is an enormous achievement of
the authors to organize such a good network of observers. The main importance of
the work, of course, lies in its biological information on the marvellous genus itself,
pursued especially with the aim of finding effective nature conservation measure-
ments, e.g. in providing a sound basis for monitoring endangered species. We must
assume, indeed, that the effective protection of Banksia species has come a vast step
nearer to realization with this publication. For non-Australian readers, however, the
Atlas will be of special interest for its part on ‘Methods and Materials’, its account on
the organization of the project and its feed-back relations. Anyone involved in
biological monitoring projects should read it carefully, because the book itself is an
outstanding example of what can be achieved in the field of nature conservation with
active support of the public itself. R. VAN DER MEUDEN

S.W. MiLL, D.P. GOWING, D.R. HERBST & W.L. WAGNER: Indexed Bibliography
on the Flowering Plants of Hawai'i. Bishop Museum Special Publication 82. Uni-
versity of Hawaii Press and Bishop Museum Press, 1988. 214 pp. Bound. Price
US$ 25.00. ISBN 0-8248-1169-0.

This is a very handy introduction to the two centuries of literature on the Flow-
ering Plants of Hawaii, from the account of Captain Cook’s voyages (1784) on to
1986. The main part consists of 3,257 citations, arranged alphabetically by author’s
names. These are made accessible by some 30 indexes. Apart from indexes to plant
names and place names these are Subject Indexes covering fields as diverse as Anat-
omy, Autecology, Chemical Analysis, Management and Conservation, Pathology,
Popular Literature, and so on. Printing and binding are clear, resp. nice and stout,
but surprisingly old-fashioned; the price is very reasonable. P.W. LEENHOUTS



