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REVIEW

L.S. BELOUSOVA, & L.V. DENISOVA: Rare plants of the world. Russian transla-
tion series no. 93. A.A. Balkema, Rotterdam/Brookfield, 1992. vi + 348 pp., 64
plates. ISBN 90-6191-482-5. Price Dfl. 145.00.

This book summarizes in a rather popular way scattered information on the prob-
lem of conservation of plant diversity. Ordered to the eight major regions of the
world, a rather arbitrary selection of about 2000 rare and endangered species are
described, some 250 also illustrated, partly in colour.

The commission on endangered plant species under the IUCN has estimated that
c. 20,000 species of higher plants need protection, whereas they include only 250
species in the Red data book of plants. This illustrates the very much incomplete
knowledge of the current conservation status of plant species. Therefore, any attempt
to summarize the present state of knowledge is unavoidably rather erratic.

This holds also for the present book. Moreover, the practical value is not as high
as it could be, as no tools are provided for recognizing the species treated. Unfor-
tunately also, the text shows a number of inaccuraries, e.g. Malaysia when Malesia
is meant (p. 71), Tetrasperma instead of Tetrastigma (p. 115), etc. Still, it is worth-
while to have such a compilation at hand.

M.C. Roos



