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C. KALKMAN & H.P. NOOTEBOOM (eds.): Flora Malesiana, Series IT - Ferns and
Fern Allies, Vol. 3, Polypodiaceae, Davalliaceae, Azollaceae, Cheiropleuriaceae,
Equisetaceae, Matoniaceae, Plagiogyriaceae. Foundation Flora Malesiana, Leiden,
The Netherlands, 1998. Iv + 334 pp., illus. ISBN 90-71236-39-0. Price: NLG 100.
(Orders to be sent to: Publications Department, Rijksherbarium/Hortus Botanicus.
P.O. Box 9514, 2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands.)

Volume 3 represents a change in style for Flora Malesiana Series II, not just in the
different coloured cover complete with illustration, but also in its stand-alone format.
Each family, genus and species is described, and keys are provided for genera and
species. For the two largest genera Microsorum (31 species) and Selliguea (49 species)
regional keys to species are included in addition to the main key to species in Malesia.
In total 228 species are described as follows: Polypodiaceae (183 species), Davalliaceae
(31 species), Azollaceae (1 species), Cheiropleuriaceae (1 species), Equisetaceae
(1 species), Matoniaceae (4 species) and Plagiogyriaceae (7 species). There is interest-
ing discussion of regional variation within some of the more widespread species. The
distribution of each taxon is given, but for Davalliaceae this should be extended to the
north of the North Island of New Zealand where a new subspecies of Davallia tasmani
was discovered more than ten years ago.

The illustrations include 35 line drawings, mainly of Polypodiaceae, 4 plates of
SEM photographs and 7 photographs of herbarium sheets.

This important volume is essential to those with an interest in the pteridophyte
flora of Malesia and adjacent areas.
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