SOME ANNOTATIONS TO THE COMPOSITAE COLLECTED BY
0. BECCARI IN BORNEO AND SUMATRA

by

JOSEPHINE TH KOSTER
(Rijksherbarium, Leiden)

(Issued 18. XII. 1953)

The Compositae of the Malay Archipelago and New Guinea ecollected
by O. Beccari have been studied by U. Martelli in 1883. Afterwards
J. Mattfeld reconsidered some of Beccari’s Compositae, chiefly specimens
of the genus Blumea, founding also a new species, Anaphalis arfakensis,
on a Beccari specimen from Papua. ‘

The re-examination of the above mentioned collection brought to light
some misinterpretations.

1. The Bornean plant identified by Martelli as Spilanthes urens Jaeq.
does not belong to that tropical American species, but it is the endemie
Bornean species Spilanthes chamaecouls A. H. Moore. In his revision of
the genus Spilanthes, Moore distinguished the two species which are very
similar in their habit, but c¢learly distinet in their achenes. In his an-
notations Martelli indicates that Beceari found the Bornean species grow-
ing in great quantities on the beach which gave him the impression that
the plant had already been introduced for a long time. Martelli’s remark
about the astonishing geographical distribution of Spilenthes wurens is
explained now in so far as there is no question of one and the same
species: there are two different ones.

This is the second record of the Bornean Spilanthes.

2. The Sumatran specimen identified as Erechtites petiolata Benth.
appears to be Erechtites valerianifolia (Wolf) DC., a species from Brasil
and introduced into Java in 1845. It has since spread all over the Malay
Archipelago. Martelli followed Hooker’s identification, . though Martelli
himself found very little difference between the Beccari plant and a speci-
men of Erechiites valerianifolia from Brasil which he checked with it.

8. Lactuca kanitziana Martelli from Borneo is identical to Youngia
japonica (L.) DC. [= Crepis japonica (L.) Benth.] which is introduced
all over the Malay Archipelago. Martelli thought already that the Beceari
plant was introduced from China or another part of the Asiatic continent.
But he himself, as well as Kanitz who also studied the plant, presumed
it to be a new species, according to Martelli’s annotations,



JosépRINE TH. KosTER: Beccari Gompositae from Borneo and Sumatra 363

References.

MarreLLI, U, — Le Composte raccolte dal Dottor O. Beccari nell’ Arcipelago Malese
e nella Papuasia — Nuovo Giorn. Ital. 15, 1883, 281—305.

MarrrELD, J. — Die Compositen von Papuasien — Engl. Bot. Jahrb. 62, 1928, 386—451

MoorE, A. H. — Revision of the genus Spilanthes — Contrib. Gray Herb. Harv. Univ.
N. 8. 33, 1907, 521—569; Proceed. Amer. Acad. Arts and Sei. 42, 1907.



