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Book reviews

J. Holec. The genus Pholiota in central and western Europe. (Libri botanici vol. 20,

IHW Verlag, D-85378 Eching, Germany. 2001.) ISBN 3-930167-49-2.Pp. 220,49

colour photographs, numerous line-drawings. In English. Price: € 65.-.

B. Kendrick. Thefifth kingdom. CD-Rom. Version 2.1. (Mycologue Publications, 8727

Lochside Drive, Sidney, BC, V8L 1M8,Canada.) Price: US $75.-(personal edition).

The paper version of Kendrick's book has since long been used and appreciated in

teaching at university level. Now the CD-Rom adds only more to the appreciation. It

is an attractive and comprehensive 'book' with 24 chapters on all aspects in mycology
and a glossary. Over 1200 colour pictures make this a perfect introductionto the king-

domof the fungi. The CD-Rom also provides an interactive key to 1900 mushrooms.

It is a must forevery institutethat teaches mycology, and also advisable for every stu-

dent in mycology and amateur-mycologists. Meanwhile, version 3.0 is now available.

The genus Pholiota, an important genus in forestry since many species are parasitic

on woody plants, has been monographed by the author on the basis of numerous collec-

tions from the wholeofNorth-western and Central Europe. After the introductory chap-

ters with extensive information on materialand methods, an overview is given of the

current state of knowledge on the genus and the characters used for delimitationof

taxa. The taxonomic part gives an infrageneric classification, followedby keys to the

subgenera and species. All accepted taxa are fully described and illustrated with line-

drawings. In addition most species are illustrated in colourwith at least one, but in

many cases even two photographs. Notes are given on ecology and distribution, and

all collections studied are cited per country oforigin. The discussions are often elaborate

and give muchadditionalinformationas to the status ofthe taxon versus related species

and interpretations in literature. Five new combinations have been made. The book

concludes with a long, annotated list of type studies, excluded and doubtful taxa, and

a very comprehensive list ofreferences.

Holec’s concept of Pholiotafollows in great lines thatof Jacobsson (Windahlia 19,

1990) and Noordeloos (Flora agaricina neerlandica, vol. 4,1999) with slight alterations.

Kuehneromyces is not included, and also the status of Pholiota albocrenulata,

P. oedipus, and P. myosotis is discussed. On species level, a wide species concept is

used for example in P. conisans, which includes both forms on woodand on grasses

(P. ‘graminis’) The nomenclatureofthe groupof P. aurivella, P. adiposa, and P. ceri-

fera has been adjusted, and follows Noordeloos (l. c.). Withinsection Spumosa, Holec

records besides the known European taxa P. spumosa, P. mixta, and P. highlandensis,

a collection ofPholiota brunnescens, originally described from North America, and

indicates that more taxa can be expected in this group. Thepresent study is exemplary
for how a good monograph should be made: it is very complete and consistent. As

such it should be widely used and consulted by everyone working in taxonomy and

forestry.


