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Book review

G. Robich. Mycena d'Europa. (Associazione Micologica Bresadola, Via A. Volta, 46,

1-38100Trento, 2003.) Italianand English, Pp. 728, many colouredphotographs and

line-drawings. Price: EUR 85 excl. EUR 10 postal charges.

The Mycena specialist Robich, known from many publications, created his magnum

opus with the present book, which, according to the title, covers all species known from

Europe. Although many ofhis observations are based on southern European collections,

his studies extended to otherparts ofEurope as well, and an attempt has been made to

study the available type collections. His intensive contacts with the late Dr. R. A. Maas

Geesteranus are reflected in the overall infrageneric taxonomy and species concepts. A

comparison with Maas Geesteranus’ Conspectus of Northern Hemispheric Mycena is

therefore unavoidable.Robich book has apractical approach, with keys to the sections,

and within sections to the species, both in Italian and English, which greatly improves

the use ofthe book outside Italy. The descriptions are all in the same format, and include

a nomenclatorwith the valid name, basionym and synonyms, with literaturereferences,

and the original diagnosis with a translation in Italian. Arather complete iconography

facilitatescomparison with literature.The descriptions areelaborate, listing macroscopi-

cal characters and habitat, followedby the microscopic characters. Observations, when

necessary, complete the species description, followed by a list ofexamined specimens.

As such, Robich book forms a perfect supplement to that of Maas Geesteranus cited

above. For detailed informationon nomenclature, types and history the latterpublication

has ofcourse more to offer. The great value ofthe present book, apart from its accurate

and elaborate text, is the iconography. All species are illustrated with line-drawings of

excellent quality, supplemented with at least one colouredphoto in situ, and oftenalso

with one or more photographs ofmicroscopical structures. Also for those who do not

master the Italian language, this book is of great use. Students in Mycena are therefore

greatly advised to purchase this very valuable publication.


